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You may have heard the poem “Footprints in the Sand.” It is a 1970’s 

Christian classic. The poem is printed on a photo of a golden beach with a 
set of footprints passing diagonally from one side to the other. It usually 
comes in a plastic frame that always hung on the wall a little catawampus. I 
think every church in North America regardless of the denomination was 
divinely mandated to have at least 3 framed copies of it. It goes like this: 
  

One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 
One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 

there was only one set of footprints.… 

Jesus whispered, "My precious child, 
 I love you and will never leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 
When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 
 
 

Begins with Faith 
 

This is sentimental and somewhat syrupy, but descriptive expression 
of a Christian during difficult times receiving heavenly help from Jesus 
Christ. For the Christian, the idea of Christ’s presence in our life is often 
taken for granted, or it is something we desire, or it is something we count 
on, but the fact we can believe that Jesus is present at all is an amazing 
part of Christian living. It is also absolutely fundamental to the Christian 
experience.  



Belief in the abiding presence of Jesus Christ in the world is the 
beginning of Faith. Faith is belief in something that the senses cannot 
perceive or evidence is not compelling, but the believer trusts exists. Faith 
that Jesus Christ is present is the Faith of the Christian. 
  

Ancient times 
 

The idea that humans can approach a divine being or that the god 
can come close to us is a universal human understanding. It seems every 
culture and civilization believes it is possible. God must have planted the 
idea in ancient human minds to prepare us for His revelation. Regardless, 
pagans (non-Jews or non-Christians) are essentially ancient humans who 
imagined the presence of gods of various sorts. They often had sacred 
places or sacred times where they felt the presence of their imaginary 
deity. Their history and religions are filled with sacred mountains, sacred 
poles, sacred statues, or sacred dances, and sacred rites. 
  

Jewish Revelation 
 

The Hebrews/Israelites/Jews (all the same people, but we know them 
by different names based on what part of the ancient history we are 
discussing), they rejected the pagan gods and a pagan worldview and 
believed in One God who was all-powerful, all knowing, and all good and 
who was in all places but especially in “the heavens above creation.” They 
came to understand God by logic, (something must have created 
everything) and by revelation (God revealed to them this logic and he 
revealed to them that He is somewhat knowable).     
  

However, they did not reject the idea of holy places. They believed 
God willed to be physically or mystically present in certain places to show 
His care for His “special people.” This special presence was called the 
“Shekiniah.” 
  

The Old Testament is filled with moment where God reveals 
Himself. Sometimes it is by a “word” that is given to a prophet. Sometimes 
is it through an angel, who is a heavenly messenger. Sometimes it is 
through an unexplainable phenomenon that is the Holy Presence of God 
Himself. It is interesting that often the recipient of this kind of revelation 
assumed they would die from the encounter. But God or an angel would 



always reassure them that they would survive but usually they had to do 
something to acknowledge the Holy Presence. 
  
Vocabulary: 

“Shekiniah” –The mystical presence of God found in a specific 
physical location, sometimes hidden and other times expressed as 
light or “glory.” 

  
God revealed His “Shekiniah” to Moses on Sinai in the glory of the 

burning bush. Then He was present “Shekiniah” to the Israelites in the form 
of a pillar of fire/pillar of cloud during the Exodus. Then His presence 
“Shekiniah” rested on the Ark of the Covenant. His presence “Shekiniah” 
rested in the dwelling place in the holy of holies in the Tabernacle (a large 
sacred tent erected by Moses in the desert) and then in the Temple of 
Jerusalem (built by King Solomon).  
  

Jesus Christ 
 

Early Christians believed to some extent, the “Shekiniah” that Jesus 
was God in revealed in human form. But it was more complicated than that 
to the Early Christians. The Apostles’ experience of Jesus left them 
convinced He revealed the nature of His presence, with time they and 
Christians after them “unpacked” the experience of Jesus to help us 
understand not only Who He was, but Who He Is.   
  

Jesus is eternal as part of the Trinity 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, 
and without him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and 
this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
  

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw 
his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”   John 
1:1-5, 14 
  
Vocabulary:   

Logos”—Greek for “Word” meaning “breath” or “spirit” is associated 
with the creative power of God. Jesus is the “Word” of the Father.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1#51001004-c
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1#51001005-d


Jesus is the presence of the Name of God 
 

“Amen, Amen I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM” John 8:59 
  

“They answered him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” He said to them, “I AM.” 
Judas his betrayer was also with them. When he said to them, “I AM,” they turned 
away and fell to the ground.”   John 18:5-6 
  

I AM is the un-speakable name God reveals to Moses on Mt. Sinai. 
The name was only spoken by the High Priest once a year on the feast of 
Yom Kipper in the Holy of Holies. 
  

Jesus is present to humanity though sharing humanity with us 
 

“[Christ, Jesus] though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God 
greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.”  Philippians 2:6-11 
  

Jesus will come to us and make His Dwelling Place with us 
 

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that 
where I am you also may be.”  John 14:2 
  

“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”     John 14:18 
  

“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our dwelling with him.”  John 14:23 
  

Jesus describes a deepening “indwelling” of His presence in the 
believer. He even uses the term “dwelling” which references God’s Holy 
Presence in the Temple, but also makes reference to a home. Regardless, 
“home” for Jesus is in the one who keeps His word. 
  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2#58002006-d
http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2#58002008-f
http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2#58002008-1


He is present in the Church 
 

“Whenever two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in their midst.” 
Matthew 18:20 
  

Jesus sent his Spirit into the Church after his resurrection. This 
experience is described as happening in the Upper Room during the 
Resurrection Narrative then again and more completely in the experience 
of Pentecost. 

 
Jesus is present in the Hierarchy of the Church 

 
“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 

church,*and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.l I will give 
you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.* Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 
16: 13-20 
  

The divine authority is given to the Church to be exercised in the 
Petrine Ministry as well as the sacramental ministry of the Church.   
  

The priest at Mass is not simply a leader of a group of people 
praying, but is united to Christ the High Priest who eternally offers himself 
to the Father. 
  

Jesus is present until the end of time 
 

“I am with you always until the end of the ages.”  Matthew 28:20  
  

Christ remains present with the Church regardless of the tribulation. 
“The gates of hell shall not prevail” against the Church.   
  

Jesus is one with future believers 
 

“I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.”   John 
17:20-21 
  

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/16#48016018-1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/16#48016019-1


  
St Paul develops this idea to describe the “mystical body of 

Christ.”  Christ is the head of the body, the Church and we are the 
members.” 
  

He is present in the Holy Eucharist 
 

“I am the Bread of Life” John 6:35 
  

God cared for the Israelites in the desert for 40 years by providing 
manna for their survival. This “bread from heaven” sustained them and 
when Jesus describes Himself as the “bread from heaven” He is saying 
that He sustains the Church and gives us unending life. “Your ancestors 
ate manna in the desert, but I am the true bread that has come down from 
heaven. He who eats this bread has eternal life.”  
  

Jesus is present in the Charity of the Church 
 

“What so ever you do to the least of my brothers, you do to me.” Matthew 
25:40 
  

Early Christians were different from the world around them because 
of their dedication to compassion and care for the poor. They (and we) 
believe that serving poor is to serve Christ himself. 
  

Jesus will be our Final Judge (and hopefully) our eternal joy 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all his angels are with him, he 
will sit on his glorious throne. The people of every nation will be gathered in front 
of him. He will separate them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats.  He will put the sheep on his right but the goats on his left…” Matthew 
25:31 
  

Christ will return on “the Last Day” as the Just and Merciful Judge.  
 

Human Response 
 

So, here we see just a few examples of Christ’s presence in the 
heavens, on earth, in past, in the Church, in the believer, and in the actions 
of the believer, now and in the future. 



The first human response to a sacred presence is “respect.” That 
respect may grow to love and is expressed by “adoration.” That adoration 
leads to a sacred exchange, life for life, or sacrifice. In ancient times, 
pagans offered human sacrifice, the Jews offered animal sacrifice, but 
Christians offer their lives in service, a “living sacrifice of praise.” 
  

Whenever ancient man felt he came in contact with the divine, he 
erected an altar and offered sacrifice. These sacred places became places 
of pilgrimage. They often became holy cities.  
  

Jerusalem is an example of a Holy City. It serves no real purpose in 
ancient trade routes, it protects no natural resources; it only exists for one 
purpose, sacrifice and prayer.  
  

All three world religions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam call 
Jerusalem sacred, but the Christian religion doesn’t restrict Christ’s 
presence to a historical reality in a specific time and place. Calvary is the 
altar of the world.  
  

The Church is throughout the world and present first and foremost in 
the Church itself, and particularly though the Holy Eucharist and the 
sacraments, but also in the whole world because of Christ’s abiding and 
inexhaustible presence. 
  

Our Response 
 

Our response is to look for Christ’s dwelling places here in our lives. 

1.    Where have I found Jesus particularly present in the past? 

2.    Where do I recognize Christ’s presence now? 

3.    Do I recognize Christ in the Holy Eucharist? 

4.    Do I recognize Christ in the poor? 

 


